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A 243

Joy Adams. Monticelio

Flenay Bates, Cedor Rapids
Don Benson, Clive

Kate Cantek, Orage

Eldoa Colton. Hiawatha®

Tetry Dahms, fowa City®
Doane Eldred, Urbana®

Jon Fagre, Amcs

Joszph Galloway, Des Moines*
Srephen Gars, Coon Rapids
Howard Haaunond, Slater
Dizae Handler, Cedar Rapids
Lynn Hudecek, Cedar Rapids
Robert LaGrange, Viaton®
David Lyon, Mt. Vetaon®

Tom Neonan, Center Point®
Maureen Neenan, Center Poiat
James Rathe, Wirvery

John Rice, Bettemdorf

Dwight Sammders, Des Moines
Abce Schuler, Des Moines
Dick Siefers, fows City*

Jerry Tempel. Watedoo®
Gregory Vitale, Ames

*Excewive Committes
Advisory Board:

Dorenc Ballman, LaClain:
Robert Chadima. Cedar Rapids
Douglas Cheever, Dubugue
Lavona Cohon. Iawatha

Clive Cook, Marion

Kathy Coddeback, Brighton
Marvin Diemer, Cedar Falls
Roy Ewen, Codar Rapids

Don Gerken, Waterloo

Richard George. ML Vemon
Samuel Gooden, Dike

£ Rees Hakansos, Boone
Moary Lou Hattery, Cedar Rapids
Marilyn Magid. Cedar Rapids
Chuck Offenburger, Storm Lake
David Olsor, Canroll

David Osterberg. M. Viernon
Xeith Pererson. Panon

Donald Thomas. Cedar Rupids
Rick Young, Watedoo

Haak Zaletel, Nevada

Frank Zigrang. Hombolck
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P O Box 131 Ceater Point, 1A, 52213-0131 319-849-1844
Tom F. Neenan, Executive Director

Vemon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
1925 “K” Street
Washington, D. C., 20423

Ref. AB 33 ( Sub No. 175X)

Dear Secretary Williams:

With this application we are representing the interests of the Hamilton County Conservation
Board of Hamilton County, lowa. We are asking for a 180 day period in which to negotiate the
acquisition of the 3.2 mile railroad right-of-way between milepost 0.0. near Jewell, lowa to
milepost 3.2 at Ellsworth, in Hamilton County, lowa, for the purpose of establishing a trail
thereon,

This is a formal petition to the Surface Transportation Board for the privilege of representing
the Hamilton County Conservation Board in these negotiations. There is a need to preserve
this right-of-way for possible reactivation of rail service and a need for interim use as a trail in
order to preserve this land in proper condition so that rail service might return.

There is a need for energy efficient transportation here, as well and preservation of this soon
to be abandoned right-of-way presents an excellent opportunity to accomplish this. In
addition, preservation of this right-of-way presents an opportunity for the installation of utility
lines, both overhead and underground, so that more vajuable land is not disturbed and so
that the rights of those utilitiss might more logically be protected by the users of such a trail.

We request that if abandonment of this line is approved by the Surface Transportation Board,
that a Notice of interim Trail Use be imposed and that a Public Use Condition be placed upon
this abandonment. A Public Use Condition is believed to be in the best interests of the local
citizens, due to the lack of sufficient recreational facilities locally.

The use of this particular railroad right-of-way as a trail will serve the citizens well by the joining

together of other public facilities in the area, thereby providing easy and safe access to these
facilities.

Our experience in dealing with such acquisitions is that a minimum of 180 days is required for
negotiations with the railroad. We request that the Board allow at least this time period in
which to negotiate with the railroad. During this negotiation time we raquest that the Board
pronibit the removal of any bridges, tresties, culverts, or ballast, or any other fems that are
important to the use for which this request is being made.

The lowa Traifs Council and the Hamilton County Conservation Board which the Council
represents, separately and together, are willing to assume full responsibility for the
management of this land, for any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of this land
(unless the user is immune from liability) and for the payment of any and ail taxes that may be
levied or accessed against this land following transfer of title.

Affiliates: American Discovery Trail Seciety-American Hiking Soclety-Rails/Trails Conservancy-American Trails
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We acknowledge, as well, that the use of this right-of-way as a trail is contingent upon our
continuing to meet the responsibilities described above. it is also agreed that the use of this
right-of-way as a trail will be terminated if there is a need in the future for reactivation of rail
service, as provided by U. S. C. 1247 and CFR 1159.28, Section 8 (d) of the National Trails
System Act Amendment of 1883,

We are enclosing ten copies of of a map depicting this area where the proposed
abandonment lies as well as ten copies of this application. We are likewise sanding copies of
this application to the Union Pacific Railroad offices at Chicago and Omaha this day.

We are faxing this application to your Washington, D. C. offices and mailing additional copies
by regular mail service.

Sincerely,

Tom F. Neenan
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To: John McMorrow

Understanding Congressional
Budgeting and Appropriations

Do you know where you can be most effective or who has
the most to galn In the budgeting process? Do you want to
understand where your power lies in the budget process?

Agenda

8:30 Welcome and Introduction

8:35 Budgeting for Surpluses and Deflclts

10:00 Break

10:15 The Congressional Budget Process: The Major Players,
Procedures and Timing of Decisions (A breck will be taken at
a convenlent time during this session)

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Authorizations

2,00 Break

2:15 Appropriations

4:00 Complete Evaluations; Course Concludes

Monday, May 8, 2006
DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NV,
Washington, DC (Metro Center station)

Page 1 of 1 7:09:56 PM, 4/11/2006 202 466-5370 TheCapitol Net

(A TheCapitolNet

Nonpartisun training and publicutions that show how Washington warks, '

Strategies for Working with
Congress and lIts Staff

Communicating Effectively with Capitol Hill

Agenda

9:00 Tools and Tedhniques for Communicating Effectively
with Capitol Hill

10:40 Communicating with Congress and Staff: A Former
Member's Perspective

11:40 Break

12,00 The Werk of Personal and Committee Staff

1:00 Complete Course Evaluations; Course Concludes

Friday, May 12, 2006

Rayburn House Office Building (HOB), Rocom 2105,
Independence Ave. SW and South Capitol Street (twe blocks
west of the Capltol South Metro stop)

$345

www.CongressionalStaff.com

$495
www.CongresslionalBudgeting.com Copyright ® 2006 by TheCapitol.Net, Inc. All Rights Reserved

For more information: call TheCapitol.Net at 202-878-1800 or see www.thecapitol.net

------------------- Registration Form X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Express register now! Fax: 202-466-5370 Web: http: //www.TheCapitol.Net Info: 202-678-1600
—___Understanding Congressional Budgeting and Appropriations May 8, 2006 $495
—___ Strategies for Working with Congress and lts Staff May 12, 2006 $345
I've enclosed payment In the amount of:  §

Name: Title:
Organization;
Address: City/State/Zip:
Phone: Fax: Email;

__ Cheek Make Checks Payahls to: TheCapitol.Net
__CreditCard: _ VISA _ MasterCard _ AMEX
Name exactly as it appears on credit card:

__ Discover (Your credit card will be billed by TheCapitol.Net)

Card No.:

Exp. Date cv2

Billing address if different than above:

Authorization Signature

th041108

Mall: TheCapltel.Ner, PO Box 25706, Alexandrla, VA 22313-5706

TheCapicol.Net is a non-partisan firm and che exclusive provider of Congressional Quarcerly Execucive Conferences.

www . thecapitol. net

PC Box 25706, Alexandria, VA 22313-5706

202678-1600 fax 202-466-5370
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From: Tom F. Neenan, Executive Director
lowa Trails Council
P. O. Box 131
Center Point, 1A, 52213-0131
Tel 319-849-1844
Fax 319-849-1844 (call first)
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